Falcons reflect on early
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WHEN Flagstaff’ Hill arrived on the
scene in 1985, it was the new Kid on
the block and Kkeen to make an
impression.

And what an impression it made,
with the club winning the Division
2 premiership in its first season in
the Southern Football League.

“That was a fantastic day,” former
player Doug Degenhardt says of
the 22,19 (151) to 8.4 (52) win
over Meadows.

“We went through the whole
season undefeated and just won the
grand final so convinecingly.

“l think we gained respect very
quickly after we also got into the
(Division 1) grand final in 87 - we
were no longer the new Kids and
were instead a strong force.”

Flagstaff’ Hill made the switch to
the SFL from the Glenelg South
West Football Association and was
originally known as the Bush Pigs
before converting to the Falcons
in 199,

“Bush Pigs was a bit of an unfor-
tunate name,” Degenhardt laughs.

“But in that day, we considered
ourselves a club outside of the city
because Flagstaff Hill as an area was
only just really being established.”

Degenhardt and David Smith
have been named captain and vice-
captain respectively in
Hill's greatest SFL team to mark the
league’s 125th anniversary.

And while the club has not topped
the {able in recent years, they both
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agree it is a great club to be
involved with.

“It's always been a really good
social and family club and just a
greal place to play with mates,”
Smith, who played from 1991 to
2008, says.
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“My eight-year-old son Tristan
now plays and it's just great o see
him running around in a
Flaggies jumper.

“They've got some greal juniors
coming through now so 1 hope suc-
cess is just around the corner.”

That future rests with Falcons
youngsters such as David
Kearsley, who at just 22 has also
been named in the club’s best ever
side. 1 think the feeling from a lot
of people at the club is that our
juniors have really been up there in
the last three to four years and
there’s no reason why we won't be
up there and tasting success soon,”
Kearsley says.



